
NATSA 25th Annual Conference  May 16-18, 2019 
Transportation Guide 
The Seattle-Tacoma International Airport is located approximately 20 miles south of the 
University of Washington and 15 miles south of Downtown Seattle. Visitors have several 
options for ground transportation from the airport to the University of Washington which 
is located in the University District area. Suggested transportation options are listed 
below:  
 
Getting from the Sea-Tac Airport to the University of Washington  
Link Light Rail provides direct service between the airport and the UW station. The ride 
takes about 45 mins. One-way fare from the airport to the UW is $3.25. Tickets can be 
purchased from the machines at the station, and must be purchased prior to boarding. 
Service is available from 5:00 to 00:00 Monday through Saturday and from 6:00 to 
midnight on Sunday. Link trains run every 6, 10 or 15 minutes depending on the time of 
day. Link Light Rail routes and schedules

 
 

Taxi service from the airport is available 24 hours a day, departing from the street at the 
baggage claim level. The average fare to the University District from the airport is 
$40-$50 depending on the traffic and time of the day.  
 
Uber and Lyft ride-share services are also available in the Seattle area. Rates from 
Sea-Tac to the University district generally start at $40. The estimated prices and 
detailed information on how to use the service can be found at Uber Sea-Tac Guide and 
Lyft Sea-Tac Guide 
 
*For more transit information to/from the University of Washington to downtown and 
other neighborhoods, please check: UW Transit 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.soundtransit.org/schedules
https://www.uber.com/global/en/airports/sea/
https://www.lyft.com/rider/airports/sea
https://transportation.uw.edu/getting-here/transit


Getting from the UW Link Station to the NATSA Main Venue (Ethnic Cultural Center) 
On Foot: It takes about 15 mins (0.7miles) walk from the Link Station to the main venue 
located on 3931 Brooklyn Ave NE.   

A. via Burke-Gilman Trail: Exit the station from the upper level onto the pedestrian 
overpass to the campus. Follow the Burke-Gilman trail which is parallel to NE 
Pacific Street, and turn right onto Brooklyn Ave. The main venue is on the left 
hand side at the corner of NE 40th Street and Brooklyn Ave.  

 
B. via UW Campus & Rainier Vista: Exit the station from the upper level onto the 

pedestrian overpass to the campus. Follow Rainier Vista (the open lawn 
passage) leading to Drumheller Fountain. After passing the fountain and before 
the staircase to Red Square, turn left onto Grant Lane, which will connect to 
Stevens Way NE. Follow Stevens Way onto NE 40th Street for two blocks. The 
main venue is on the left corner of NE 40th Street and Brooklyn Ave.  
 

By Bus: It takes about a 6-minute ride and a short walk from the bus stop near the Link 
station to the main venue located on 3931 Brooklyn Ave NE. (NE 40th St & Brooklyn Ave 
NE) The bus fare is $2.75 single ride, cash only. The bus stop for the Link station ( NE 
Pacific St & Montlake Blvd NE) is at the right hand side across Montlake Boulevard of 
the Link station’s street level exit. Bus routes 43, 44, 48, 167, 271, 542 will stop at 15th 
Ave NE & Campus Pkwy. Bus routes 45, 71, 73,  373 will take you to University Way & NE 
41St. Both stops are just a 4-minute walk from the main venue. Please refer to Google 
Maps for detailed guidance. 
 
 
From the UW Link Station to Kane Hall (5/16 Welcome Reception & Film Screening)  

C. via UW Campus & Rainier Vista: Exit the station from the upper level onto the 
pedestrian overpass to the campus. Follow Rainier Vista (the open lawn 
passage) leading to Drumheller Fountain. Keep going straight onto the staircase 
to Red Square. Kane Hall(Academic Technologies) is in the front with Suzzallo 
Library at the right hand side.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Seattle and University-District Safety Notice 
Seattle is generally safe to walk around; however, the usual rules of common-sense 
safety apply in Seattle as they apply anywhere.  

● Be aware of what is going on around you. Avoid distraction from using mobile 
devices. If you suspect you are being followed, indicate your suspicion by looking 
behind you. If you are on foot, cross the street, change directions and head to a 
well-lit area or a place with people as soon as possible. 

● At night, stay in well-lit areas and use routes that are more heavily traveled and 
use extra caution.  

● Avoid walking alone through isolated areas, such as shortcuts through parking 
lots and deserted parks. 

● Follow your gut instincts. If your intuition tells you that you are at risk, leave the 
situation quickly.  

Most areas of Seattle, especially areas with tourist attractions, are safe to walk around, 
but some are wise to avoid if you’re not familiar with the area, or at least be on alert if 
you need to go there after dark. These include: the area around the King County 
Courthouse (James and 3rd) and many areas in Pioneer Square (try to visit during 
daytime or stick to the touristy parts near the Underground Tour), Rainier Valley, and 
the areas between Pike and Pine, mostly between Second and Fifth. Belltown can also 
be an unreliable place, especially after dark.  
 
UW Police Department (UWPD) 

● Emergency calls: 911 
● Non-emergency calls: 206-685-UWPD (206-685-8973) 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


